American’s Create Opportunity

Working my way through Saturday’s Gazette, I was drawn to the opinion essay “Inequality creates problems” and in particular to the graphic depicting a poor man rummaging through trash, just deposited by the rich.  This supports the claim that ‘a picture is worth a thousand words’ as I knew without reading, this was a story about villains and victims, not unlike many children’s stories, but in this case, the author immediately identifies the characters, as “the rich” and “everyone else”.  I read it anyway and as I took in its theme, it reminded me of a story that I started with my sons one night, and mid-book, abruptly tossed into the trash, The Rainbow Fish.  Its thesis suggests that in order for all the fish to be happy, the beautiful fish must give away its shiny scales, thus making everyone equal.  This was not a lesson I would teach my sons, as I would never have them believe their only path to success is through the destruction of others.

The essay’s author endeavors to point out two problems in American society, the poor have too little and the rich have too much.  Throughout, it insists that many of America’s social and economic ills are a result of these two “problems” and can only be remedied by the government taking from one group and giving to the other.  I respectfully disagree.  However, I do concur with one of its observations; there are too many poor families in America, and we can and must do more to improve on that statistic; more on that later.  A lasting solution however, does not include the destruction of any class of people; in fact, this approach will lead to the demise of the very basis of American exceptionalism.

Our nation was founded on the idea of freedom, opportunity, risk and reward.  Whenever the government takes away any one of these, it is bound to destroy them all.  Americans, like no other, have had the freedom to choose their goals and to pursue a path of achievement.  To suggest that all Americans would set the same goals for themselves, would presume that we all have the same ambition, the same values and the same definition of success.  Are these the characteristics that we would have government define for us?  I think not.  Government’s role in the economy is to promote equal opportunity, not equal results.  Most define success as providing a sound and secure life for their family while others may choose the path of exorbitant work, personal sacrifice and taking risks with the goal of significant financial reward.  Fortunately for society, it is often those driven risk takers that provide the opportunity for others to realize their own success.  You may take away the reward, but when you do so, you will eliminate the motivation to risk, thereby removing opportunity and then freedom as we all become dependent on government.  But you will have achieved your goal; we will all be equal.  

To be fair, I will acknowledge some points in the essay.  For instance, technological advances have improved efficiency allowing companies to do more with less, but it is often this technology that creates opportunity for high paying careers.  Public workers are indeed often compensated much more than the private workforce, but I fail to see how taking more from the private sector will encourage private investment and growth.  I also concur that the political climate is increasingly polarized, but is this not the inevitable result of pitting one group against another?  Finally, I too support reversing the trend of driving manufacturers out of the U.S.  We should strive to build a climate that encourages investment in America, starting in Virginia, by developing a skilled workforce, removing unnecessary bureaucratic barriers, working with prospective employers to build a necessary infrastructure and to celebrate the success of these companies when they choose to invest here, employ our citizens and contribute to our communities.  I adamantly disagree with the essay that adding a VAT or carbon tax will benefit anyone.  Revitalizing our manufacturing sector alone will not solve the issue of poverty, but it will significantly reduce the number of unemployed and poor and change the statistic of inequality.   

To the essay’s other problem, the rich having too much, my response is “so what”.  As long as all parties obey the law, contribute to good of America and share the unobstructed opportunity to achieve our own potential, why would we decry another’s success?  And, regarding the graphic, I’d like to think the guy on the right was a proud American gently returning The Rainbow Fish back to its rightful place.
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